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Child interests are the keys that can open up a treasure of learning opportunities.
When a child is interested in an object, person, or _achviht they pay attention for
longer periods of time. The longer the child is focused on the person or activity, the
more time the child has to learn new skills and practice existing ones.

~ Help caregivers recognize the child's
personal interests and interests in

eys 10 Osing " specific sitvations — Who or what
K g ‘“terests does the child like, favor, or prefer?
child | what makes the child happy? What

holds the child's attention? wWhat
does the child try really hard to do?
For example, animals, balls, dinosaurs,
water, big brother, music, dancing,
silly faces, mom’s voice, or being g ‘ _
teacher's helper. ' , e
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Support caregivers in knowing

~ how and why to use the child's

-~ interests to teach them things.
~ For example, a child is more likely
to learn a new word to ask fora - |
favorite food at snack time or

cruise along the couch to try

and get to the family pet, and
- theyare more motivated to try

and try again until theyare
successful.

Wt;ljk rvifh Caregivers o use th
c -h.i Sinterests o help them
Participate in an activity the
may no+t ordinarily like to do Fs
e.xamPle, use the child's infe;e:;
+Ln ?va'l-er 1o get them to brugh e "\'
eir teeth, take a bath, or pe| |
3 wash the dishes. i
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- Using childinterests makes =
~ learningfunand naturall
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